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E.O. 11652 : N/A 

TAGS: UNEP, SENV, PLOS, XF, XH, XG 

SUBJECT: IMCO SECGEN'S VIEWS OE BARCELONA MEETING ON 
MEDITERRANEAN POLLUTION 

REP: A)LONDON 1927 B) STATE 29089 

1 . THE FOLLOWING VIEWS ON REFTEL A ARE PROVIDED BY 
EMBASSY'S SCIENCE COUNSELOR SALMON (U.S. OBSERVER AT 
THE BARCELONA MEETING) AS REQUESTED PER REFTEL B. 

2. IMCO SECGEN C.P. SRIVASTAVA AND HIS DEPUTY QUEGUINER 
ATTENDED THE BARCELONA MEETING POR ITS FIRST FIVE DAYS: 
IMCO-MEPC SECRETARY SASSAMURA ATTENDED THE ENTIRE MEET- 
ING. SRIVASTAVA SPENT MOST OF HIS TIME IN THE TECHNICAL 
GROUP CONCERNE WITHAREA CONVENTIONS AND SUBORDINATE PROTO- 
COLS. EARLY IN THE MEETING, HE SET FORTH THE ACTIVITIES 
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THAT, HIS COMMENTS IN THE TECHNICAL GROUP DISCUSSIONS 
WERE NOT SIGNIEICANTLY SUBSTANTIVE. HIS (REETEL) 

PROPOSAL OE REEERRING THE MEDITERRANEAN POLLUTION 
ISSUE TO IMCO'S MEPC RECEIVED NO DISCUSSION IN THE 
PLENARY OR TECHNICAL SESSIONS. 

3. A GREAT DEAL OE THE DISCUSSION AT THE BARCELONA 
MEETING, PARTICULARLY AT THE TECHNICAL SESSION DEALING 
WITH CONVENTIONS DEALT WITH THE ISSUE OF ACCEPTING 
EXISTING INTERNATIONAL (GLOBAL) CONVENTION REGULATIONS, 
PERHAPS AUGMENTED AS NECESSARY TO COPE WITH SPECIEIC, 

LOCAL MEDITERRANEAN PROBLEMS, OR TO CREATE NEW CONVENTION 
PROVISIONS TO COPE WITH THE VARIOUS SOURCES OE POLLUTION. 
ALTHOUGH THERE WAS SOME STRUCTURE TO THE DISCUSSIONS, 
DELEGATES OETEN MIXED THEIR VIEWS ON POLLUTION PROM 
SHIPS, ON OCEAN DUMPING, ON OIL POLLUTION, AND ON LAND- 
BASED SOURCES OP POLLUTION. SEVERAL DELEGATES GAVE 
THEIR PET OBIECTIONS TO INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION PRO- 
VISIONS OR PROCEDURES: ALGERIA WANTED TO INCLUDE OVER- 
PISHING AS A SOURCE OP POLLUTION AND THEIR DELEGATES 
SPOKE OETEN ABOUT INCLUDING WARSHIPS (I.E., ALGERIA 
SPOKE AGAINST EXCLUSION OP MILITARY VESSELS); TURKEY 
STRONGLY OBIECTED TO HAVING THE SEA OP MARMARA INCLUDED 
WITHIN THE DEPINITION OP THE MEDITERRANEAN (I.E., 

TURKEY OBJECTS TO THE DEPINITION OF THE MEDITERRANEAN 
SEA LIMITED BY 41 -DEGREE PARALLEL), AS THEY WISH TO 
EXTEND NATIONAL POLLUTION CONTROL STANDARDS OVER THE 
SEA OF MARMARA; SPAIN INSISTED ON NO PERMIT FOR DUMPING 
OF RADIOACTIVE WASTES (I.E., NO RADIOACTIVE WASTES TO BE 
INCLUDED IN ANNEX 2 OR 3 OF THE 1972 OCEAN DUMPING 
CONVENTION). IN GENERAL TERMS, THE IMCO MEMBER STATES 
REPRESENTED AT THE BARCELONA MEETING VOICED SUPPORT FOR 
IMCO CONVENTIONS, PARTICULARLY THE 1973 CONVENTION WITH 
SPECIAL AREA CONSIDERATION FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN; NON- 
IMCO MEMBERS RAISED VARIOUS DOUBTS ABOUT THE ABILITY OF 
THE PROVISIONS OF THE CONVENTION TO MEET THEIR CURRENT 
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VIEW OP THE NEEDS POR DEALING WITH MEDITERRANEAN 
POLLUTION ISSUES. 

4. THE BARCELONA MEETING APPROVED A RESOLUTION WHICH IN 
PART STATED THAT, MINDPUL OP THE 1973 IMCO CONVENTION, 
THE MEETING WISHED ALL COASTAL STATES TO BECOME PARTIES 
AND PUSH POR THE MEDITERRANEAN TO BE DESIGNATED A 
SPECIAL AREA FOR PURPOSES OP ANNEX II, AND THAT SHORE 
PACILITIES PER ANNEX I AND II BE PROVIDED BY COASTAL 
STATES. THUS, CONTRARY TO REPTEL A, THE MEDITERRANEAN 
COUNTRIES APPEAR TO HAVE, COLLECTIVELY, A GOOD RESPECT 
POR IMCO AND ITS CONVENTIONS; THE PRINCIPAL SUPPORTERS 
BEING PRANCE, GREECE, ISRAEL, ITALY AND MONACO. 

5. IN SALMON'S OPINION, IT WOULD BE BENEFICIAL TO IMCO 
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POR ITS SECGEN TO REPORT TO IMCO/MEPC ON THE BARCELONA 
MEETING. THE MOST EPPICIENT AND EPPECTIVE USE OP THE 
IMCO SECRETARIAT'S TIME WOULD BE TO KEEP IN CLOSE TOUCH 
WITH UNEP AND PAO SECRETARIATS AND ADVISORS ON THE 
PAPERS TO BE DEVELOPED POR THE APRIL 1975 MEETING OP 
EXPERTS (TECHNICAL AND LEGAL) IN GENEVA AND THE 
SCHEDULED PLENIPOTENTIARY MEETING POR PEBRUARY 1976 IN 
BARCELONA. US DELEGATES TO IMCO MEETINGS COULD GAIN 
ADDITIONAL PERSPECTIVE ON THE BARCELONA MEETING 
THROUGH DISCUSSIONS WITH D.L. SIMMS OP THE UK MINISTRY 
OP THE ENVIRONMENT (HE SPENDS A GREAT DEAL OP TIME ON 
LOS ISSUES AND DURING THE WEEK OP PEBRUARY 10 IS 
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